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PHC Eye Wash Risk Assessment Instructions

1. Identify the chemicals in use in each work location and review the MSDS materials for advice about the risk of eye injury if the product is splashed into the eye. 
a. Install a plumbed eye wash if the product is identified as a “corrosive substance” which OSHA would define as: “A chemical that causes visible destruction of, or irreversible alterations in, living tissue by chemical action at the site of contact. For example, a chemical is considered to be corrosive if, when tested on the intact skin of albino rabbits by the method described by the U.S. Department of Transportation in appendix A to 49 CFR part 173, it destroys or changes irreversibly the structure of the tissue at the site of contact following an exposure period of four hours”.
2. Non corrosive, but irritating chemicals can be evaluated using the risk assessment tool. 
a. Evaluate the relative risk, for example pouring from one container to another, vs using a wipe that contains the chemical. High risk gets 3 points; low risk gets 1 point. 
b. Evaluate the relative risk based on hospital experience, your incident reporting system and the professional literature. Assign 3 points if you have reports and the literature reports this being a problem, assign 2 points if you have never experienced a problem and there is only one or very few reports in the literature. Assign 1 point if you have never experienced a problem and there are no reports in the literature. 
c. Evaluate the inherent staff mitigating factors such as staff always wearing PPE and eye protection. Assign 1 point if PPE and eye protection is available and staff routinely where it. Assign 2 points if eye protection is not available or not used. 
d. Evaluate staff preparation, or ability of staff to assist each other. If there is a splash, can staff guide, aid their coworker to a plumbed eyewash? Assign 1 point if there are always staff to assist, and 2 points if the worker is alone in this area. 
e. Evaluate how long it would take to get to a plumbed eyewash if needed. Assign 3 points if longer than 30 seconds, 1 point if less than 10 seconds, 2 points between 10 and 30 seconds. 
3. The tool will total your scores for each location evaluated. Your hospital can assign a threshold, above which you will install plumbed eye wash stations and below which you may have none or use bottle eyewash along with assistance to a plumbed eyewash. The worst possible score is 13, the best possible score is 5. 
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